
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                             “Light One Candle”                                             video 
 

WELCOME AND ANNNOUNCEMENTS 

 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

We thought we knew what to expect, but this year it all feels different. 

We pray with hope, longing to hear the Spirit speaking,  
Even through voices we’ve never heard before. 

God of hope, thank you for your promises. 

Help us to look for your light in the darkness. 

God is with us, wherever we might be. May we faithfully serve the Living God. 
~Candle is lit~ 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Come, servants of the Living God! 

Bring your prayers to the Lord who delivers and rescues, who works signs and  

wonders. 

With childlike trust, we come with hope, that we might see God in our midst today. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “Light One Candle To Watch For Messiah”                              #85 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
God's power does not coerce or pressure, like human powers. When we are faced with 

misuses of power, we pray for the faith to resist, to confess when we are complicit. Let 

us confess our sin to God together, saying God of Hope, come help us now.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

Faithful God, you call us to live with hope even when we cannot see hope. You call us 

to wait for your coming, even when we are impatient. You call us to pray, and to be an 

answer to prayer, even in the midst of opposition. God of Hope, come help us now. 

 
We confess that we tend to give in to the other voices, offering power and prosperity if 

only we will turn away from you. And we admit that we often find it easier to hide our 

faith, to keep it private and not to rock the boat. We give in to those who want us to 
keep quiet so they can be comfortable with injustice, and so we are complicit. God of 

Hope, come help us now. 
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Forgive us, God. Forgive our easy rejection of your call for our convenience. Forgive our 
unwillingness to pray through the night and stand firm in the morning. Forgive us, and 

call us out again to live as your people, witnessing to your power and grace. God of Hope, 

come help us now. 

 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS    “While We Are Waiting Come”                                       #92 
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 
With power and glory, come; with power and glory, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God's power is unlike any we know.  By Christ’s life and death, we are forgiven and freed, 
by the Holy Spirit, we are prepared for God’s coming again in the flesh.  Hear the good 

news. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven, thanks be to God. Amen  

 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                         Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 
LESSON                                                                            Daniel 6:1-27 Common English Bible 

Darius decided to appoint one hundred twenty chief administrators throughout the kingdom, 
2 and to set over them three main officers to whom they would report so that the king would-

n’t have to be bothered with too much.[a] One of these main officers was Daniel. 3 Because of 

his extraordinary spirit, Daniel soon surpassed the other officers and the chief administra-

tors—so much so that the king had plans to set him over the entire  

kingdom. 4 As a result, the other officers and the chief administrators tried to find some prob-

lem with Daniel’s work for the kingdom. But they couldn’t find any problem or  

corruption at all because Daniel was trustworthy. He wasn’t guilty of any negligence or cor-

ruption.5 So these men said, “We won’t find any fault in Daniel, unless we can find some-

thing to use against him from his religious practice.” 
 

6 So these officers and chief administrators ganged together and went to the king. They said to 

him, “Long live King Darius! 7 All the officers of the kingdom, the ministers, the chief admin-

istrators, the royal associates, and the governors advise the king to issue an edict and enforce 

a law, that for thirty days anyone who says prayers to any god or human being except you, 

Your Majesty, will be thrown into a pit of lions. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the law and sign 

the document so that it cannot be changed, as per the law of Media and Persia, which cannot  

be annulled. 9 Because of this, King Darius signed the document containing the law. 

 
10 When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house. Now his 

upper room had open windows that faced Jerusalem. Daniel knelt down, prayed, and 

praised his God three times that day, just like he always did. 11 Just then these men, all 

ganged together, came upon Daniel praying and seeking mercy from his God. 12 They then 

went and talked to the king about the law: “Your Majesty! Didn’t you sign a law, that for 
thirty days any person who prays to any god or human being besides you, Your Majesty, 

would be thrown into a pit of lions?” 
 

The king replied, “The decision is absolutely firm in accordance with the law of Media 

and Persia, which cannot be annulled.” 13 So they said to the king, “One of the Judean ex-

iles, Daniel, has ignored you, Your Majesty, as well as the law you signed. He says his 

prayers three times a day!” 
 
14 When the king heard this report, he was very unhappy. He decided to rescue Daniel and 

did everything he could do to save Daniel before the sun went down. 15 But these men, all 

ganged together, came and said to the king, “You must realize, Your Majesty, that the law 
of Media and Persia, including every law and edict the king has issued, cannot be 

changed.” 

 
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and hurled him into the pit of  

lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God—the one you serve so consistently—will rescue 

you.”  17 A single stone was brought and placed over the entrance to the pit. The king 

sealed it with his own ring and with those of his princes so that Daniel’s situation couldn’t 

be changed. 18 The king then went home to his palace and fasted through the night. No 

pleasures[d] were brought to him, and he couldn’t sleep. 19 At dawn, at the first sign of light, 

the king rose and rushed to the lions’ pit. 

 
20 As he approached it, he called out to Daniel, worried: “Daniel, servant of the living 

God! Was your God—the one you serve so consistently—able to rescue you from the li-

ons?” 21 Then Daniel answered the king: “Long live the king! 22 My God sent his messen-

ger, who shut the lions’ mouths. They haven’t touched me because I was judged innocent 

before my God. I haven’t done anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty.” 
 
23 The king was thrilled. He commanded that Daniel be brought up out of the pit, and 

Daniel was lifted out. Not a scratch was found on him, because he trusted in his God.  
24 The king then ordered that the men who had accused Daniel be brought and thrown into 

the lions’ pit—including their wives and children. They hadn’t even reached the bottom of 

the pit before the lions overpowered them, crushing all their bones. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+6&version=CEB#fen-CEB-21907a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+6&version=CEB#fen-CEB-21923d


25 Then King Darius wrote the following decree: 

To all the peoples, nations, and languages inhabiting the entire earth: I wish you much 

peace. 26 I now issue this command: In every region of my kingdom, all people must fear 

and revere Daniel’s God because: 

He is the living God. 
    God stands firm forever. 

His kingship is indestructible. 

    God’s rule will last until the end of time. 
27 He is rescuer and savior; 

….God performs signs and miracles in heaven and on earth. 
Here’s the proof: 

    He rescued Daniel from the lions’ power. 
 

SERMON          Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God of deliverance, You rescued Daniel from the mouths of the lions when he was  
punished for worshiping you. Liberate all who are endangered for the sake of their faith, 
and rescue us from anything that separates us from worshiping only you. Open our eyes 
to the lies that demand our allegiance; enable resistance. God of Hope, come help us 

now. 

 

Faithful God, your promises stand unshaken through all generations.  Renew in us hope, 
that we may welcome Christ to rule our thoughts, and guide our hands. We pray for all 

those who are sick or suffering, the growing numbers of hungry and impoverished in our 

world, and those who are losing faith. God of Hope, come help us now.  

 

Strengthen us, O God, to bring good news to the poor, understanding to the uncertain, 
calm to the anxious, and to loose all the chains that bind.  Empower us to claim your 

blessing for all people, especially our loved ones, and our enemies, and those we over-

look.  God of Hope, come help us now.  

 

Lord, hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying, Our Father who art in Heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the  

kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                   Boone Park Elementary                                        video 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

 Your support remains vital to our ability to do ministry. You can give online by going to 

www.parkhillpres.org and the tab “giving,” or mail offerings to the church office. If you or 
someone you know is in need of assistance —supplies, bills, prescriptions or hope— 

please speak with our elder for Congregational Care, Mary Henry. 

 
Offertory                              “Advent Hymn” 

Christ whose glory fills the skies Christ the everlasting light 
Son of righteousness arise And triumph o'er these shades of night 

Come thou long awaited One In the fullness of your love 

And loose this heart bound up by shame And I will never be the same 
 

So here I've waited hope of you All my soul's longing through and through 
Dayspring from on high be near Daystar in my heart appear 

Dark and cheerless is the morn Until your love in me is born 

And joyless is the evening song Until Emmanuel has come 
 

DOXOLOGY                                          “Advent Doxology” 
Glory in the highest heaven, to the Father and the Son,  

And the Spirit he has given, hallowed be the three in one. 

 
Prayer 

Merciful God, you give the faith to follow you, and the Spirit to discern your will.  

Take our lives and all the blessings you have given us, and use us for your will in the 
world, to share the good news, and bring about your kingdom on earth.  Amen.  

 
HYMN OF SENDING      “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                    Annabel Stavey 

Come, thou long expected Jesus Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's Strength and Consolation Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of every nation Joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.  

 



PASSING OF THE PEACE  
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              


