
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                                                                                           Annabel Stavey 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           inspired by Psalm 71 

Come, you who carry dreams and you whose hopes are dashed,  
Come, you who feel alone or you surrounded by too many people,  

Come whether today brings delight or uncertainty —  
God calls us with love and purpose to a life that may seem so complicated  
it would take ages to tell the whole story, 

So Come, and be reminded that we stand in the long arc of God's story, surrounded by a 
great cloud of witnesses, and we need not bear the weight of complexity alone. Come, 

let us praise our God of abundance, hope and forgiveness. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE           “10,000 Reasons” (Bless The Lord)               Annabel Stavey 

Bless the Lord oh my soul—Oh my soul! Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before—Oh my soul!  I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

The sun comes up, It's a new day dawning; It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing When the evening comes 

 
Bless the Lord oh my soul—Oh my soul Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before—Oh my soul!! I'll worship Your Holy name 
 

You're rich in love And You're slow to anger; Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing; Ten thousand reasons For my heart to find 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God created humanity for community — community with each other, with the earth, 
and with the Holy. Trusting in God’s good purpose and forgiving love, and knowing 

that only God can turn our failures around, we admit that we have not lived up to God’s 
vision for us. We have sinned, and so let us pray for renewal and change, saying  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION             
Loving God, you never play favorites, yet we confess that we have not mastered the 

ability to love everyone. We have made love into a commodity and reserved it for a few, 
rather than seeing love as a way of living injustice. We lament the divisions, the suprem-

acy, the inherent inequity of our limited love.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 
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We confess that often our relationships are built on assumptions. We are not good at lis-
tening, or at seeking to understand. We assume others know and feel as we do, and so our 

empathy is limited. We lament the broken relationships in our past and present, the     

misunderstanding and the pain that we have caused. Lord change us, Lord help us. 

 

Compassionate God, we are sorry — sorry for the hurt we have caused, to those near to 
us and those we will never meet. We recognize that pain, for we share it too. We ask your 

forgiveness, and your healing grace. In this silence, convict our hearts of wrongs we have 
refused to admit, and show us a better way of love for you, for  

ourselves, for our neighbor. Lord change us, Lord help us.  (Silence)  

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS    “Amazing Love (You are My King)” 

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken; I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me; Because You died and rose again 

Amazing love, how can it be that you, my King, would die for me? 

Amazing love, I know it’s true; And it's my joy to honor You; In all I do I honor You. 
 

PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear and believe this good news: through Christ, God’s forgiveness and grace is 

for us all. In Christ, the old way has gone and a new way has begun. So let us live like 

Christ, trusting God’s promise and sharing God’s abundant love. Thanks be to God. 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                

LESSON                 Genesis 37:2-8, 12-13, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21  

This is the story of the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a 

helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad re-

port of them to their father.  

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of 

his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves.[a] 4 But when his brothers saw 

that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak 

peaceably to him. 

5 Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even 

more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7 There we were, binding 

sheaves in the field. Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gath-

ered around it, and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed 

to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more 

because of his dreams and his words. 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to 

Joseph, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word 

back to me.” 17 So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw 

him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19 They 

said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him 

into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall 

see what will become of his dreams.”  

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his 

clothes. 30 He returned to his brothers, and said, “The boy is gone; and I, where can I 

turn?” 31 Then they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the 

blood. 32 They had the long robe with sleeves[c] taken to their father, and they said, “This 

we have found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33 He recognized it, and said, 

“It is my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn to 

pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his garments, and put sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for 

his son many days. 
 
(The tale of Joseph is 13 chapters in the book of Genesis.  After he is sold into slavery, Joseph under-
goes many trial, experiences sexual harassment, is thrown into prison, and finally rises to the position 

of Pharaoh's economic advisor during a famine—at which point he finds himself in the position of 
helping or harming his brothers.  He chooses to save his family from starvation (but not before throw-
ing his brothers in prison too).  He is eventually reunited and reconciled with his brothers, who bring 

the rest of their family back from Canaan to live in Egypt during the famine. Then their father dies, 

and Egypt mourns with them.)  

50:15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they ap-

proached[b] Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: 

I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 

therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 

when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept,[c] fell down before him, and said, “We 

are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid!  
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Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 

good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I my-

self will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly 

to them. 

SERMON           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

Sermon Commentary by Jacqueline E. Lapsley on workingpreacher.org 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and the LORD’S PRAYER  (please read the bold aloud)  

Let us pray to the God of forgiveness and reconciliation, Lord change us, Lord help us.  

Gracious God, you call us to give over our cares to you, to admit that you are the one 

who works goodness into all things.  Help us to serve you in real freedom, freedom from 
selfishness, freedom from making ourselves little idols, freedom from the lie that we do 

not belong to one another.  Hear us as we bring before you the desperate pleas of our 

hearts and minds.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 

We lift up to you the universal church, and the thousand ways we root for our own team, 
above your call to unity.  May our words and actions bring honor to your name, and 

show clarity of purpose, to seek and save the lost.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 

We lift up the needs of the world, the cries for peace, for an end to violence and conflict, 

for calmer heads to prevail and for patience among world leaders.  Help us to pray for 

those with whom we disagree.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 

We lift up those who suffer from illness, in the body, the mind, the spirit, and dis-ease 

among relationships between family and friends.  We remember those who care for oth-
ers, whether children or spouses, parents or strangers, family or friends, and we ask for 

your mercy and power to aid them in their duties to care.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 

We pray for those who do not have enough, and we pray for those who are jealous for 

more than they need.  We pray for those who do not understand the plight that others 
face, and we pray for those who seek to make peace.  We pray for those who are dying, 

and we pray for those who fight to live.  Lord change us, Lord help us. 

Lord make us more like your son Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our  

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
 Your financial support remains vital to our ability to do ministry. You can give online 

by going to www.parkhillpres.org and the tab “giving.” You can also mail offerings to: 
Park Hill Presbyterian, 3520 JFK Blvd, North Little Rock, AR  72116.   If you or some-

one you know is in need of assistance —supplies, bills, prescriptions or hope— please 

speak directly with Pastor Marie at 214-686-6347 or contact our elder for Congregational 
Care, Mary Henry. We are the hands of Christ.  

 

Offertory               “O Lord, You’re Beautiful”                           Sandee Pinkstaff 

Doxology          “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                 Virtual Choir  

Praise and Glory to the Father, praise and Glory to the Son, 

Praise and Glory to the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 

Prayer of Dedication 

God of Love, please accept our gifts that they would help do your will in the world, mul-
tiplying in size and impact, to share your good news, help those in need, and do the chal-

lenging work of changing our world to be more like your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
HYMN OF SENDING           “Give to the Wind Thy Fears,” vs. 1, 2, 4                      #815 

Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and be undismayed. 

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head. 
 

Through waves and clouds and storms, God gently clears the way. 
Wait patiently; so shall this night soon end in joyous day. 

 

Let us in life, in death, thy steadfast truth declare, 
and publish with our final breath thy love and guardian care. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 During this time of separation, please “pass the peace”  

in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   
“I’m reaching out to wish you peace and love.  Peace be with you.”  “And also with  you.” 

Please reach out to someone you haven’t connected with in a long time.  
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

As you go forth into the world, remember you are of the earth and God’s very breath.  

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                        Annabel Stavey 


